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Rev. Douglas M. Eberly, Pastor 
Jeannette Keezel, Admin. Asst. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 am  —  1:00 pm 

“Therefore I tell you, 
whatever you ask for 

in prayer, believe 
that you have 

received it, and it will 
be yours. And when 

you stand praying, if 
you hold anything 

against anyone, 
forgive them, so that 

your Father in 
heaven may forgive 

you your sins. ” 
Mark 11:24-26 

Pray Like This 

5 “And whenever you 
pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to 

your Father who is in secret, and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you.  7 “When you are 
praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 

gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need 

before you ask him.  Matthew 6:5-8 

 

 As we begin Lent and focus on the Lord’s 
Prayer throughout this Lenten season, I 
thought I would use this opportunity to share 
a few thoughts about prayer in 
general—things I believe to 
be true, helpful, and 
foundational in all of our 
ventures into prayer.  These 
are Jesus’ teachings that 
precede the Lord’s prayer in 
Matthew’s gospel and are very 
helpful.   

 If you haven’t seen it or it’s 
been a while, watch the movie, War Room, as 
it explores the power of prayer.  In this movie, 
the war room is a prayer closet and here is my 
point—one of the things we can do to 
enhance our prayer life is to have a regular 
place and time to pray.  I have a friend Lisa 
that used a nook just off of her living room.  
Her family knows that when she is there, that 
this is her time of prayer and tries to honor 
that.  But it helps to establish the practice.  
Jesus’ practice of prayer often saw him go off 
by himself and often to a hilltop to find that 
place of quiet serenity to connect with the 
Father.  It’s a good model, a good practice and 
one I encourage you to do.  Set a time and 
place. 

 One of the greatest fears that many Christians have 
is praying in public and I believe that, in part, it is due 
to thinking that they must pray in a certain manner 
and perhaps sound like the preacher or some other 
revered saint.  We forget that when we get down to 
the bottom line, prayer is simply talking to God.  Jesus 
warns us in these verses not to ramble on or heap up 
empty phrases or feel that we must use pious phrases.  
The best prayers are sincere, simple, and 
straightforward.  They come from the heart and are 
absolutely unpretentious.  Two or three words often 
are enough:  Thank you, forgive me, help me, use me, I 
need you.  The prayers with a child-like simplicity are 
pure and straight from the heart and God will always 
honor those prayers.  Just keep it simple and talk to 
God. 

 Finally, I suggest during Lent, you try to keep a 
prayer journal.  For some, writing out a prayer will 

help them focus better.  In that time of 
journaling, make note of your requests 
and think beyond just the physical 
needs of our loved ones to include 
prayers for our leaders, prayers for 
guidance in important choices, 
prayers for relationships.  Definitely 
include thanks for God’s blessings 
and for answered prayer.  That is 

one of the greatest helps of journaling, 
being able to look over past requests and see how God 
has answered those prayers and blessed those you 
have been praying for.  Try journaling this Lent and see 
if it is a tool that enriches your prayer life. 

 I hope these simple insights help you.  I’m looking 
forward to this very focused season of prayer.   I 
believe it is critical in helping Wesley to grow 
spiritually and be 
stronger to connect 
with our community.  

In Christ’s service,  

Pastor Doug 
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Worship with us  
Sundays at 9:00 am  
with Children’s Church 

Adult Sunday School 
10:30 am 

Also Online  

•Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/wesleyumcmvl/ 

•Website: https://www.wesleyum.org/ 

•YouTube (search for Wesley Wave) (be 
sure to subscribe):  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVh5
ckeYZuoHGIVgqY3wQtQ 
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MARCH WORSHIP 

March 

March 5 
 Washington Family 
 

March 12 
 Dee Eberly 
 Dave Thomas 

March 19 
 Dee Eberly 
 Joe Bower 

March 26 
 Dee Eberly 
 Donna Donaldson 

March 

March 5 
 Rose Motter 
 

March 12 
 Joe Bower 

 
March 19 
 Barb Hammaker 
 

March 26 
 Bob Moore 

Sunday Servant Schedule 

March 5, 2023 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Theme:  This phrase is all about whether it is mine or thine: are we 
yielding our lives to God’s will? 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:9-13 

Message: “Whose will be done?” 

What to Expect: Holy Communion  

March 12, 2023 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Theme:  This phrase reminds us that it is a call to action and is 
about what is essential for life. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:9-13; James 2:15-17 

Message: “Our Daily Bread” 

March 19, 2023 
4th Sunday in Lent 

Theme:  This phrase links God’s forgiveness with us forgiving others. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:9-13 

Message: “Forgive...As We Forgive” 

March 26, 2023 
5th Sunday in Lent 

Theme:  This phrase invites God to both lead us and protect us from 
harm. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:9-13 

Message: “And Lead Us Not into Temptation” 

April 2, 2023 
Palm Sunday 

Theme:  This phrase reminds us that it’s not 
about us, but it is God’s Kingdom, 
Power & Glory that reigns supreme. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:9-13 

Message: “For Thine is the Kingdom, Power & Glory” 

What to Expect: Holy Communion  

This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

Matthew 3:3 

https://www.facebook.com/wesleyumcmvl/
https://www.facebook.com/wesleyumcmvl/
https://www.facebook.com/wesleyumcmvl/
https://www.wesleyum.org/
https://www.wesleyum.org/
https://www.wesleyum.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVh5ckeYZuoHGIVgqY3wQtQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVh5ckeYZuoHGIVgqY3wQtQ
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Mom2Mom & Kidz Zone 

March 1 @ 6:30 pm 

Local author Jane Alleman will be joining us to read 

one of her books to the children and then lead a 

discussion with the moms about the creative process, 

using writing as a means of self-care, and inform 

them on how to get work published. Mom2Mom is 

for mothers of children of any age. We start every 

gathering with a wonderful meal. All our welcome! 

Women’s Book Club  
Monday, March 20, 2023 

7:00 pm 
 

This month we are meeting at the home of Barb 
Hammaker for our discussion of “Fear Has a 
Name” by Creston Mapes. Please direct any 
questions to Debby Moore. 

Men’s Breakfast 
March 28, 2023  

9:00 am 

All men are welcome to join in this 
time of fellowship over a hot breakfast. Build relationships and 
community as you share your lives with one another. 

March 9—6:30—7:30pm 
 

Wesley’s United Women in Faith unit will meet to discuss plans for 
spring and summer. Light refreshments will be served.  

All women age 18+ are welcome to join us in our mission work to 
support women, children and youth. 

Mark your Calendars: 
Women in Faith Spiritual Enrichment 2023  

Spiritual Enrichment services have been scheduled.  
Choose from one of the following Service times: 

April 15—10 AM—Youngs UMC, Mechanicsburg 
April 16—2 PM—Summerdale UMC, Summerdale 
April 18—7 PM—Chambers Hill UMC, Harrisburg 

Our speaker will be Tabitha Deller, speaker ,retreat leader and 
author of the book "Called". 

CALLED is not about chasing. It's about following. It's not about going. 
It's about staying. It's not about us. It's about Him. It's not a' how to' 
It's a 'who through'. It doesn't say" I can do this". It says "he'll get me 
through this". It's not about shining bright. It's about reflecting His 
light. It's not about aiming to please. It's about pleasing the King. 
When these six little verbs; need, be see, know, grow and sow take 
root in our heart, that's when we are able to start living set apart. 
They are stepping stones into the places God is calling each of us. 
Unique paths paved by the same six words. "CALLED" simplifies our 
role and magnifies His role in purposeful living.  

ALL women are invited and we encourage you to attend and invite 
a friend!  



“But Jesus called for the little ones, saying, 
“Allow the children to come to Me, and do 

not forbid them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.” 

Luke 18:16 
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Wesley Preschool  

Now Enrolling for 

2023-2024 School Year 
 

We are now accepting applications 
for the 2023-2024 school year.  

Classes are available for children ages 1 ½ - Pre- Kindergarten 
and are designed to meet the needs of a child during each 
stage of their most formative years.   

For additional information or to request an application, please 
contact Wesley Preschool at 717-957-4481.  Applications are 
also available on Wesley United Methodist Church website at  
https://www.wesleyum.org/preschool. 

“Sing a new song 

to the Lord, 

For He has done 

wonderful things, 

His right hand 

and His holy arm 

have gained the 

victory for Him.” 

Psalm 98:1 

Easter Food Boxes  
The Perry County Food Bank and the Marysville/Rye Council of Church-
es is packing food boxes for those in need in the Marysville area for 
Easter. We are collecting non-perishable food items or you may make a 

monetary donation by placing an envelope in the offering marked for Food Box Minis-
try.  Distribution is scheduled for March 31. Items can be brought to the church Fel-
lowship Hall through March 29.  If you know of someone in need, please contact David 
Thomas know by March 12. 

https://www.wesleyum.org/preschool
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Dear Wesley Family, 

 Many times, I start my finance note to you by referencing the season or often 
the weather being experienced in Central Pa.  And why not, the weather is 
something we all deal with daily, have no control over, and adjust our attention to it 
as we try to make the most of our days and weeks.  Wait-am I talking about 
weather or finances?  Yes, just substitute budget or finances for weather and it still 
describes a significant part of our journey in life.  As I risk being in your eyes and ears a little too often, I am 
reminding you that your church leadership set a direction just prior to the Pandemic to be more transparent, 
by sharing not just events, family news, and worship, but also the subsistence that affords Wesley on the Hill 
our ability to carry on the Methodist mission to our communities-Finances.  

 You, the faithful, thank you for involving yourself in worshiping and in giving to help Wesley adjust to 
things beyond our control; maintaining our focus on others, while we do what Jesus would do. 

 The Hope for the Future capital campaign is doing well thanks to you honoring your commitments and 
many making new commitments, one offering at a time. By March 1st, we happily will pay another $5,000 
directly on the principle, which brings us to $120,000 since May 2022. Hallelujah! Thank you. 

 Our Current Expenses (often referred to as the General Fund), which must pay our monthly utilities and 
bills, is and has been lagging behind, especially in being able to pay fully on time our large winter utility costs 
and the added cost inflation. Last evening at our Council meeting, we voted to take steps to allow us to avoid 
any penalty or late payment fees.  

 At home, we call it juggling monies as we work to pay bills. It is no different at your church, just some way 
bigger bills to manage and pay.  Adding to our puzzle pieces, we don’t know until each Sunday what we will 
receive to apply.  This is what we are trying in order to catch up on our Current Expenses: 

• Voted to do a short-term loan from reserve funds to be repaid as winter costs subside 
• Your Lenten envelope giving will go directly to our Current Expenses 
• Encouraging temporary shift of Property Fund giving to Current Expenses or check box for funds to be 

used where needed most 
• Making sure all of us are aware how important giving to our Current Expenses is 

 Positively, I can report that Hope for the Future, building fund, and Property fund are all doing well. Thank 
you. As our Leadership team and the congregation work together, we will strengthen our Current Expense 
fund. 

 Now, let us shift our focus to Lent. Pastor Doug, Jeff, & Jack are sharing The Lord’s Prayer with us. Cindy 
and crew are sharing The Lord’s Prayer musically, and we just might hear from the children steered by Amy 
and crew. 

 Easter celebration also brings to mind one of the great Methodist hymns which pop into our minds, such 
as “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” among others! Indeed, we are blessed to worship together and be 
disciples. Share Wesley on the Hill with friends and neighbors this Easter! 

 

 

Finance Chairperson 

“Every man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.”  II Cor. 9:7 

Update 



Wesley’s Calendar of Events 
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March 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
   6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

Boy Scouts 

6:30—8:00 PM 
Mom2Mom 

11:30 am—1:45 PM 
Soccer Shots for Pre-
school 
5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
Kids Indoor Soccer 

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
AA Group 

 8:30AM—3:30PM 
Emmaus Walk Men’s 
Team Meeting 

9:00AM—5:00PM 
Emmaus Walk  
Women’s Team 
Meeting 

11:00 am—5:00 pm 
Baby Shower—
Amspacher 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship 

10:00 AM—11:00 AM 
Coffee Fellowship 

10:30AM–11:30 AM 
Adult Sunday School 

6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
Cub Scout Pack 56 

6:00 pm—7:00 pm 
Marysville Baseball 

6:00 PM—7:00 PM 
Preschool Board 
Meeting 

6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Boy Scouts 

5:30 pm—7:30 pm 
Kids Indoor Soccer 

6:30 pm—7:30 pm 
United Women in Faith 

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
AA Group 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship 

10:30AM–11:30 AM 
Adult Sunday School 

1:00 PM—3:0 pm 
Children’s Fellowship 

6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
Cub Scout Pack 56 

7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
Or Adonai Practice 

6:00PM—7:00PM 
Marysville Baseball 

6:30PM – 8:30PM 
Boy Scouts 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
Kids Indoor Soccer 

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
AA Group 

 8:30AM—3:30PM 
Emmaus Walk Men’s 
Team Meeting 

9:00AM—5:00PM 
Emmaus Walk  
Women’s Team 
Meeting 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship 

10:30AM–11:30 AM 
Adult Sunday School 

6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
Cub Scout Pack 56 

7:00 pm 
Women’s Book 
Club 

Newsletter Article 
Deadline 

6:00 pm—7:00 pm 
Marysville Baseball 

7:00PM—9:00PM 
Wesley Executive 
Council 

6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Boy Scouts 
 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
Kids Indoor Soccer 

6:30PM—8:30PM 
VBS Volunteer Meeting 

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
AA Group 

 9:00AM—5:00PM 
Scrapbooking Event 

26 27 28 29 30 31 April 1 
9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship 

10:30AM–11:30 AM 
Adult Sunday School 
 

6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
Cub Scout Pack 56 

7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
Or Adonai Practice 

9:00 am—11:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast 

6:00 pm—7:00 pm 
Marysville Baseball 

6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Boy Scouts 
 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
Kids Indoor Soccer 

7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
AA Group 

8:00 am –11:00 am 
Easter Food Box 
Distribution 

9:00AM—5:00PM 
Emmaus Walk  
Women’s Team 
Meeting 

10:00 AM—1:00 PM 
Community Easter 
Egg Hunt 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 



And Kids at heart! 

Children’s Fellowship 

Sunday, March 12  

1:00—3:00 pm 

We are once again going back to 
the kitchen to make a Mexican 
dinner to provide to Do Over 

Ministries for the homeless. CF is for all children in grades K 
through 6. Join us! 

 “16 When you give up eating, 

don’t put on a sad face like the 

hypocrites. They make their 

faces look strange to show 

people that they are giving up 

eating. I tell you the truth, 

those hypocrites already have 

their full reward. 17 So when 

you give up eating, comb your 

hair and wash your face.” 

MATTHEW 6:16-17 



450 Sylvan Street 
Marysville, PA 17053 

Wesley Uni ted  
Methodis t  Church 

Phone: 717-957-4481 
E-mail: WesleyUM.Office@gmail.com 

"Your Church on 
the Hill" 
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Wesley United Methodist 

Church 

Our Staff 

Pastor 
Rev. Douglas Eberly 

pastordougeberly@ymail.com 
(570) 847-8873 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Jeannette Keezel 

WesleyUM.Office@gmail.com 
(717)957-4481 

 

Preschool Director 
Holly Bitner 

WesleyUM.Preschool@gmail.com 
 

Church Council Chair 
Christopher Albright 

c.e.albright@icloud.com 
 

Finance Chairperson 
David Palmer 

palmtown@yahoo.com 


